U of T Trash Team

Formed In 2017:
Science -based community
outreach organization

(volunteers, students, staff,
early -career researchers).

Common Goal:
Increase waste literacy
our while
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And a New
Trash Trap
Coming Soon!




SMALL ITEMS COLLECTED

Pellets

TOTAL WASTE DIVERTED:

. 6U2KG

of anthropogenic debris

53,886 large items
174,251 small items
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Solutions-based
research to inform
the prevention of

plastic pollution 1 one
source at a time!
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Ditching Disposables

Kicking Plastics Butt! !
(Cigarette Butts) (Single-use Foodware)
2022 - 2023 2021 - present

Learn more

Learn more
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(Microfibers)
2017 - 2021

Operation Sweep the Creek
(Pre-production Plastic Pellets)
2019 - present

Learn more

Learn more

Getting into Garbage Bins
(Garbage Bins)
2024 - present

Learn more

Wipes vs. Pipes
(Wet Wipes)
2023 - present

Brushing Away Microplastics
(Paint)
2024 - present

Learn more

In Pursuit of Polystyrene
(Foam)
2022 - present

Learn more
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2. Do research to better
understand its sources,
pathways, fate, and effects.

1. Observe a relatively large
amount of an item in the
environment

4. Share findings with
relevant stakeholders to

3. Determine feasible \_inform solutions at scale.

solutions and pilot themto,.
measure their effectiveness o .
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1. Discuss the problem of foam insulation and other materials from

construction sites into our local ecosystems

2. Share findings from In Pursuit of Polystyrene, including a pilot with
local Industries to trial solutions and reduce emissions.

3. PANEL: Discuss benefits, challenges, and opportunities for turning

off the leakages on foam and other materials from construction
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Trash Team

activities.



Panelists

Elizabeth Stanziano Dean Arsenault Mary-Margaret McMahon

Lead Researcher, In Pursuit of Environmental Specialist for Toronto MPP Ontario; Beaches-East York
Polystyrene; U of T Trash Team Building Division; EllisDon



IN PURSUIT OF
POLYSTYRENE

A POLLUTION
PREVENTION
PROJECT




